FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

KATJA NOVITSKOVA TO TRANSFORM
CITY HALL PARK INTO
SURREAL LANDSCAPE
Katja Novitskova
EARTH POTENTIAL
June 22 – November 9, 2017
City Hall Park
Lower Manhattan

June 12, 2017, New York, NY – On June 22, as part of its 40th anniversary, Public Art Fund will
present EARTH POTENTIAL, a new exhibition by emerging Estonian artist Katja Novitskova.
Her first major institutional show and outdoor commission in the United States, the exhibition will
transform Lower Manhattan’s City Hall Park into a surreal landscape with a new series of seven
large, flat cut aluminum sculptures. Featuring online-sourced, digitally-printed imagery, the works
layer alien-like, yet terrestrial animals and organisms over celestial bodies and planets. By creating
images at once scientific and poetic, these dramatic, visual objects expose worlds unseen by the
naked eye yet indispensable to human advancement. The flatness of the sculptures replicates the
experience of viewing images online, while the imagery and its connotations – from science fiction
to achievements in image making – will encourage visitors to consider how developments in
technology have changed our perceptions of the natural world. EARTH POTENTIAL will be on
view from June 22 – November 9, 2017 at City Hall Park, Lower Manhattan.
EARTH POTENTIAL expands Novitskova’s ongoing investigation into today’s media-saturated
culture and continues her interest in the relationship between technology, scientific research, and
the physical world. The large cut-out sculptures, six to eight feet in diameter, consist of images of
the Earth and other planets sourced from the Internet that are composites of various datasets
produced via satellite imaging. In several works, a second layer is then affixed, depicting enlarged
other-worldly animals and organisms that are used in biotechnology and genetic research. These
include, the hydra, which is considered to be the only known “immortal animal,” and is used as a
source for anti-aging research, and the primitive round worm, the first species whose neural
network has been digitized for scientific inquiry. Similarly, the squid is studied for its advanced
emotional and mental capacities, while lizard legs are copied in various innovative engineering
applications.

“From the micro to the macro, Novitskova brings to life a world that was once invisible but now,
due to advances in satellite cameras and electronic microscopes, can be pictured in great detail,”
says Public Art Fund Adjunct Curator Emma Enderby. “These images are also of living
forms that are used in the scientific community to synthetically change the future of our planet.
With this, Novitskova invites the viewer to reflect on the ways in which we see our world and how
we perceive the potential of the Earth.”
By transforming the online image from the rectangular format of a digital screen and displaying it
as a sculpture in physical space, Novitskova expands the idea of what photography and images can
be today. While three-dimensional, the flatness of the works replicates the experience of viewing
images online, furthering the pointed confusion between image and imagination. “Novitskova’s
work responds to our current, overwhelming photo-based culture, one that is created by the rapid
circulation of images, their manipulation, and the advancements in image-technology,” says
Enderby. “Her sculptures not only invite audiences to consider the ways in which the seemingly
dichotomous realms of the real and the virtual intersect, but how the role of photography has
changed today.” Lit up dramatically at night, the space will be re-imagined as an extraterrestrial
landscape, referencing Hollywood’s use of New York City as a site for Sci-Fi movies.
Novitskova is part of a growing network of artists whose primary concern is the impact of digital
culture on society. In 2010, Novitskova edited and published Post Internet Survival Guide 2010.
This book, which includes artworks, interviews, and writings by nearly 100 of her contemporaries,
has become a central touchstone for artists, critics, and curators working in the digital landscape.
EARTH POTENTIAL will coincide with Novitskova’s selection to represent Estonia at the Venice
Bienniale in 2017.
EARTH POTENTIAL is curated by Public Art Fund Adjunct Curator Emma Enderby.
ABOUT THE ARTIST
Born in 1984, in Tallinn, Estonia, Katja Novitskova now lives and works in Amsterdam and Berlin.
In 2017, she will represent Estonia in the Venice Biennale, and recent solo exhibitions include
Greene Naftali, New York (2016); Kunstverein Hamburg, Hamburg (2016); Kunsthalle Lisbon
(2015); Mottahedan Projects, Dubai (2014), and CCS Bard, Annandale-on-Hudson (2012). Recent
group exhibitions include Folkwang Museum, Essen, Germany (2016); Okayama Art Summit,
Okayama, Japan (2016); Bremen Art Prize, Kunsthalle Bremen (2016); Moderna Museet,
Stockholm (2016); 9th Berlin Biennale for Contemporary Art (2016); De Hallen Haarlem, Haarlem,
Netherlands (2016); Museum of Modern Art, New York (2015); Le Museé d’art contemporain de
Lyon (2015); Kunsthalle Wien, Vienna (2015); Astrup Fearnley Museum, Oslo (2014); and
Fridericianum, Kassel (2013).
ABOUT THE 40TH ANNIVERSARY SEASON
Public Art Fund celebrates 40 years of presenting bold, impactful, ambitious works of
contemporary art throughout New York City with a series of exhibitions in 2017 that is emblematic
of the organization’s mission and innovative history. Since Public Art Fund’s founding by Doris C.
Freedman in 1977, the organization has worked to break down the inherent boundaries between
audiences and institutions, by presenting work outside the confines of the traditional white cube.
40 years later, Public Art Fund continues to demonstrate the power and potential of public art to
transform the urban environment, while encompassing experiences as diverse and wide-ranging as
the artists who have imagined them.
The 40th anniversary exhibition lineup includes the citywide group exhibition Commercial Break
(February); Liz Glynn: Open House (March) at Doris C. Freedman Plaza; Anish Kapoor:
Descension (May) at Brooklyn Bridge Park; Katja Novitskova: EARTH POTENTIAL (June) at City
Hall Park; and Ai Weiwei: Good Fences Make Good Neighbors (October).
2 of 3

VISITNG THE EXHIBITION
City Hall Park is located in Lower Manhattan, and is bordered by Broadway, Chambers Street,
Centre Street, and Park Row.
Hours: 7:00am – 12:00am daily
Subways: A, C, E to Chambers Street; 4, 5, 6, J to Brooklyn Bridge-City Hall; R to City Hall; 2, 3 to
Park Place

SUPPORT

Public Art Fund gratefully acknowledges the generosity of its 40th Anniversary supporters:
Presenting Sponsor

40th Anniversary Leadership Circle
Jill & Peter Kraus, Jennifer & Matthew Harris, the Charina Endowment Fund, Elizabeth Fearon
Pepperman & Richard C. Pepperman II, Jennifer & Jason New, Oliver's Realty Group/RAL
Development Services, The Silverweed Foundation, Elise & Andrew Brownstein, Marcia Dunn &
Jonathan Sobel, Holly & Jonathan Lipton, Adrian Cheng, Wendy Fisher, Katherine Farley & Jerry
Speyer, Agnes Gund, Patricia & Howard Silverstein, Stavros Niarchos Foundation,
AllianceBernstein L.P., Wachtell, Lipton, Rosen & Katz, The Marc Haas Foundation, and Sydney &
Stanley S. Shuman
Support for EARTH POTENTIAL is provided by Outset Estonia, Andrea Krantz & Harvey Sawikin,
the Mondriaan Fund, the public cultural funding organization focusing on visual arts and culture
heritage, Christen & Derek Wilson, the Estonian Ministry of Culture, and the Consulate General of
Estonia in New York.
Public Art Fund exhibitions are supported in part by the New York City Department of Cultural
Affairs in partnership with the City Council.
Special thanks to the Office of the Mayor, Office of the Manhattan Borough President, Department
of Cultural Affairs, and NYC Parks.
EARTH POTENTIAL (2017) is courtesy the artist; Kraupa-Tuskany Zeidler, Berlin; and Greene
Naftali, New York.
ABOUT PUBLIC ART FUND
As the leader in its field, Public Art Fund brings dynamic contemporary art to a broad audience in
New York City and beyond by mounting ambitious free exhibitions of international scope and
impact that offer the public powerful experiences with art and the urban environment.
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MEDIA CONTACTS:
Kellie Honeycutt | 212.223.7810 | khoneycutt@publicartfund.org | PublicArtFund.org
Sandrine Milet | 212.223.7074 | smilet@publicartfund.org | PublicArtFund.org
Allegra Thoresen | 212.223.7808 | athoresen@publicartfund.org | PublicArtFund.org
Image: Katja Novitskova, rendering for EARTH POTENTIAL (2017), Courtesy the artist; KraupaTuskany Zeidler, Berlin; and Greene Naftali, New York. Image courtesy the artist and Public Art
Fund, NY
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